Ontarie Historical Society, 


Normal School Building, 


Toronto, February 1, 1919. 


Sir Robert Falcmer: 


University ef Toronto, Poronto. 


Dear Sir:- 

After consulting with you om Jan. 28th in regard to the procur- 
ing of some space for the Ontario Historical Society in the Royal Ontario 
Museum, I interviewed Prof. Currelly, and I write to say that there does not 
appear to be any space available in the portion of the building allotted to 
hime As to the propriety of devoting sc large a part to Chinese objects, 
ete., widely spread out, and neglecting or cramping up Canadian material, 
there is certainly some question, but as this is a matter of individual 
opinion it does not affect the question as it standse 

Of the other four divisions in the Museum, whose curators are developirg 
their space with special reference to Canada, as they ought to de, but who 
have amongst them only half of the two acres of floor space in the building, 
Prof. Currelly having the other half, the portions devoted to Biology and to 
Palasontology also appear to be fully occupied. There, however, cught 
to be some space available in the portions devoted to Geology and te 
Mineralogy, which do not appear to be occupied to their capacity. And 
their curators might be willing tc caicede space in a temporary way until 
enlargement of the building could be effecteds Your position on the 
Board of Trusteés might enable you to bring about sane agreement. 

As to any objection that might be urged in one or twh quarters that 


the Ontario Historical Society is an "outside body", bt is not "cutside" 


2 
the aims of the Royal Ontario Museum any more than the University itself is 
outside, but is chartered by Act of the Legislature of (ntario, 1899, Chap. 106, 
one of its aims being "the collection of histerical and archaeological mater~ 
dals in Ontario....and conducting a museum". And the need for cooperation 
found so emphatically mamma in the war, is alse apparent in this museum work. 
We have just resolved to cooperate with the University by offering to send 
much of our library to its stack rooms, and the same kind of cooperation 
would be possible in museum work if we are met in a conciliatery spirit. 
The Society, if given space there, would develop the historical material 
of Ontario, I am sure, better than has heretofore been done in the work of 
the Museum. 


Yours faithfully, 


Secretarye 


Ontario Historical Society, \w 


Normal School Building, 


Toronto; feb. 6, 1919, 


Sir Robert Falconer, 


University of Toronto, Toronto. 


ba’ 


Dear Sir- 

Your letter of Peb. 3 came to hand. Referring to our Society's 
application for space in the University Library, it was on our request, as you 
say, that the subject came before the Library Committee. In my former letter 


to you of Feb. 1, I had spoken of our application as an offer on our part to 


cooperate, using the word in the wider sense, and not supposing that it might 
be taken to refer to some former offer by the University, which, of course, there 
had not been. The Society"s committee had advised me that the use of the 
books we will store in the Library might be given to those who use the University 
Library, and I spoke of the proposed deposit of musewm material on the same basis 
and with the same desire to cooperate. The cooperation so needful arises from 
toc many institutions doing, or professing to do, the same work, when better work 
and more of it could be done by fewer, but more efficient and large ry institutions. 
than at presente 

In regard to our laying the question before the Bhard of Trustees of the 
Museum, which you, however, think would not be worth while, I should be pleased 
if the Trustees would be willing to consider a request from us, when the merits 
of the case could be fairly discussed. 


Yours faithfully, 


i. Furl 


Secretary. 


